
Police wasted no time in hunting down Slanesville 
homicide suspects 
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SLANESVILLE — An eyewitness’s account and a trail of evidence led Hampshire County deputies 

from a residence on Hickory Corner Road to the North River to a residence in Capon Bridge where they 
apprehended 3 suspects within 4 hours in Thursday’s early morning murder. 

On Tuesday, Sheriff John Alkire and Chief Deputy Nathan Sions described more of the gruesome and 
surprising details of the murder of Slanesville resident Michael O’Hara, 37, the attempt to evade police and 
the ensuing, timely arrest of those who they say are responsible.  

The victim’s estranged wife, Mandy Lee O’Hara, 36, and John Steven Shoemaker, 21, have been charged 
with 1st-degree murder. Both were charged with conspiracy to commit murder along with Gabriella Elisa 
Clutter, 21, who lived with O’Hara and Shoemaker in Capon Bridge. O’Hara and Shoemaker were also 
charged with concealment of a human body. O’Hara was additionally charged with nighttime burglary. 

The investigation began at 5:34 a.m. on Thursday, police said, when the 911 center received a call from 
an eyewitness at the scene.  

“The witness reported to the 911 center that he had seen a body lying in Hickory Corner Road near where 
the blacktop ends and the dirt road starts,” Sions said. “It was at this point we believe the body was 
partially under the suspect vehicle. He noticed what appeared to be a person wrapped in a tarp under the 
vehicle.” 

Both Alkire and Sions credited the witness for a “commendable” and “alert” account.  
“These people, who turned out to be our suspects, reportedly told the eyewitness that they had just 

accidentally ran over a body that had been in the road,” Sions said. 
At that point, the suspects implored the eyewitness to call 911, Alkire said.  
Though the witness said he’d noticed an injury to the body’s throat, police said he drove from the scene 

to get cell phone signal and the suspects used that diversion to flee. 
The suspects then allegedly returned for Michael O’Hara’s body and sped off toward the North River. 
“(The eyewitness) was heading west; they were headed east. He was on the phone with 911 and deputies 

were on the way when the suspect vehicle returned and he said he saw blood on the back of the vehicle. … 
He followed the car, trying to get a license plate number and then stopped at the crossroads at Zion Church, 
Hoy and Hickory Corner.” 

Though the eyewitness’s recounting of the timeline ended there, police said he was able to provide a 
rough description of the vehicle – a silver car – as well as the suspects’ physical appearance. 

“The eyewitness did a very good job, but he didn’t get a license plate number. We were able to get other 
accounts that the same kind of car had been in the area before. That description matched that of a PT 
Cruiser Mandy O’Hara had been known to drive.”  

Deputies who arrived at the scene on Hickory Corner Road then followed drag marks and other evidence 
toward the North River. 

Parts of a vehicle, which deputies later confirmed included a missing piece from the PT Cruiser, were 
found at a location near a shallow crossing, leading investigators to believe the suspects had forded the 
river in a desperate attempt to evade police.  

Police said after fording the North River, which had been at a depth of about a foot there, O’Hara and 
Shoemaker headed east on Cold Stream Road to their residence at Capon Bridge, where Clutter had been 
staying.  

At 9:15 a.m., about 4 hours from the time of the initial call, sheriff’s deputies arrested all 3 suspects 
without incident in Capon Bridge. 

Later, after examining the North River, Michael O’Hara’s body was found submerged with a plastic tarp 
still with him. 

Sions said that the state medical examiner’s office determined Michael O’Hara suffered a fatal stab 
wound to his throat. Other evidence led police to believe that he was stabbed while in his bedroom. 

A knife was “recovered in a trashcan behind the house,” Sions said.  
“We recovered (a potential murder weapon) pretty immediately that had evidence of a crime,” Alkire 

said. “On Friday, we had an individual call in and say they found part of a knife in the roadway east of the 
residence, too.” 



After getting a search warrant for the property in Capon Bridge, police were able to find “strong evidence 
that a crime had been committed,” Sions said. 

“We then got a search warrant for the suspect vehicle,” Alkire said, “which had similar evidence on the 
inside and out that a crime had been committed.”  

Police said they believe that a custody dispute between the victim and his estranged wife is at the heart of 
the murder case. They also said there is no evidence that links this case to the use or selling of illegal drugs 
and that, similarly, there is no indication “whatsoever” of a prior history of domestic abuse.  

“We believe Mandy O’Hara to be the prime aggressor,” Alkire said. 
Police said there is “considerable” evidence that Clutter, who sources confirmed is 8 months pregnant, 

knew about the crime, leading to the charge of conspiracy. 
The 3 suspects are currently being held at the Potomac Highlands Regional Jail. 
During an initial appearance in magistrate court on Friday, Magistrate Ron DiCiolla set bond at $15,000 

for Mandy O’Hara and Shoemaker and $10,000 bond for Clutter. Bond was set on the charges other than 
1st-degree murder at that appearance. A circuit court judge can only set bond on 1st-degree murder charges 
because those charges carry the possibility of life in prison.  

For any suspect still in police custody, a probable cause hearing must be held within 10 days. As of 
Tuesday afternoon, no date had been set for the magistrate court hearing. 

Also on Tuesday, Judge Charles Carl had before him the orders to assign attorneys for all 3 defendants. 
Augusta Elementary, Capon Bridge Elementary and Capon Bridge Middle schools were put on lockdown 

on Thursday “as a precautionary measure,” Sions said. 
The Hampshire County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, Hampshire County Deputy Reserves, Slanesville 

Fire and EMS Companies, County Coroner Penny Hartman, Capon Bridge Police Department and 
Hampshire County Office of Emergency Management provided assistance. 

Contact Nick Gaudio at nick@hampshirereview.com. 
 

 
 


